
Rigsarkivet - Danish National Archives

Agenda: the SIARD Format – past, present, future

• What is SIARD?
• SIARD in the landscape of digital archiving
• The past – from SIARD 1.0 to SIARD 2.2
• The present – SIARD 2.2 and the DILCIS Board
• The future – GitHub format, bitemporal feature

Mr. Anders Bo Nielsen, Senior Adviser, Division of Digital 
Preservation, Danish National Archives, member of DILCIS 
Board
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Software Independent Archival of Relational Databases
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SIARD in the landscape of digital archiving
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Packaging a SIARD file is outside the SIARD File Format Spec.

• A SIARD file is 
assumed to be 
archived as part of an 
IP
• How it is packaged is 

deliberately not 
specified in the SIARD 
File Format 
Specification, but left  
to packing 
specifications like the 
CITS SIARD – it 
specifies how to 
package it in an E-ARK 
IP.
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Present – why we still need SIARD

• The relational database (RDB) is still the most widespread 
and dominant form of organising structured digital 
information 
• in a later presentation we will hear about the challenges of archiving 

other types of databases
• Limited interoperability of proprietary RDBMS 
• Proprietary SQL dialects despite ISO SQL
• Need for persistent data format outside the RDB 

Management System (RDBMS)
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Present – DILCIS Board managing SIARD specifications

• The DILCIS Board has a 
tiny SIARD Working Group 
who receive issues 
regarding the 
interpretation of the 
SIARD file format 
specifications (all 
versions) and requests for 
new features – at 
https://github.com/DILCIS
Board/SIARD
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Future – SIARD 2.2 towards 2.3

• The SIARD Working Group of the DILCIS Board has 
the following plans for SIARD in 2025:
• Solving more issues and faster
• Reformatting the 2.2 specification from MS Word to 

GitHub Markdown to prepare for a new version.
• Improving illustration and samples
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Future – SIARD 2.3

• Seeking funding for creating 
a new version of SIARD

• Rewritten in English, 
German, French and Italian

• More samples
• New features, such as:

• Support for temporal and 
bitemporal databases
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Future – SIARD 2.3 – new features - temporal

• Bitemporal Databases
• Two time periods:

• application-time period
• when something happened, is 

happening or will happen
• system-time period

• when the system registered
something happened, is 
happening or will happen
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Relational Database Archiving Interest Group

• The DILCIS Board and eArchiving Building Block initiated a “Relational Database 
Archiving Interest Group” which discuss and share best practices on database 
archiving, the use of the SIARD and SIARD CITS specifications, and related 
software.

• If you are interested in joining the mailing list, please register at:
https://listserv.dilcis.eu/review/rdb-aig

• and join as well the group where most discussions
take place, namely the:
“International Database-Archiving Working Group”
that you will hear about in the next presentation
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Questions
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