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Important Today - EASA Part 21
All relevant design 

information, drawings and 
test reports, including 

inspection records for the 
product tested....shall be 

held by the type-certificate or 
restricted type-certificate 

holderbat the disposal of the 
Agency and shall be retained

21A.55 Record 
keeping

For each change, all relevant 
design information, drawings 

and test reports, including 
inspection records ....shall be 
held by the applicant at the 
disposal of the Agency and 

shall be retained....

21A.105 Record 
keeping

For each repair all relevant 
design information, drawings, 
test reports, instructions and 
limitations ...be held by the 

repair design approval holder 
at the disposal of the Agency 

and be retained...

21A.447 
Record 
keeping

..all relevant design information, 
drawings and test reports, 

including inspection records for 
the article tested....shall be 

held by the type-certificate or 
restricted type-certificate holder 
at the disposal of the Agency 

and shall be retained...

21A.613 
Record 
keeping

Establish an archiving 
system....ensuring 

conservation of the data used 
to justify conformity of the 

products, parts or appliances. 
Such data shall be held at the 

disposal of the competent 
Authority and be retained...

21A.165 
Obligations of 

the holder



Important for tomorrow – New context
- End to End processes  ( E2E ) 

- DDMS ( Digital Development Manufacturing and Services)

Digital Design, Manufacturing & Services (DDMS) is a digital-first approach to 
the way aerospace products are designed, manufactured and operated. At 
Airbus, our DDMS programme focuses on digital methods and tools for end-
to-end business process that ensure we can reduce costs and time to market 
for our products, while meeting our customers’ expectations for quality, 
safety and environmental performance.

Reduced product development lead time and increased value,

And CAD and 3D Models + all associated info required to be retained 
for years. But the product life is longer.



Important for tomorrow – 3D models 
- CAD and 3D Models required to be retained for years. 

https://lotar-international.org/lotar-workgroups/3d-visualization

https://lotar-international.org/lotar-workgroups/3d-mechanical/

https://lotar-international.org/lotar-workgroups/3d-visualization
https://lotar-international.org/lotar-workgroups/3d-mechanical/


E-Archiving in Airbus
What is : eArchiving is an EU project funded by the CEF Telecom instrument The
CEF program finances a set of generic and reusable Digital Services Infrastructures
(DSI), also known as Building Blocks. Currently, there are eight Building Blocks: Big
Data Test Infrastructure, Context Broker, eArchiving, eDelivery, eID, eInvoicing,
eSignature and eTranslation.

Objective : The goal of eArchiving is to provide the basic specifications, software,
training and knowledge necessary to help Airbus (as data creators) to develop their
digital archives. It is a challenge to manage and reuse data in the short, medium and
long term in a sustainable, authentic, profitable, manageable and interoperable way.
One of the priorities is to promote the adoption of electronic archiving solutions and
standards for digital preservation beyond the National Archives.

Airbus Defence and Space Engineering objective : Digital preservation in the long-term :
● Certification Documents
● Engineering Technical Documents
● Drawings
● 3D models (in the future)

• Evolve current Archiving tools to standards
• Gain internal knowledge about eArchiving

Building Blocks 



E-Archiving in Airbus DS

Archivematica
Software app

Free, open-source 
solution  - Performant and scalable Standards compliant

Dashboard control over 
preservation plan, 

migration policies, format 
policy registry

Can be integrated via its 
API and can be 

configured to run 
automatically as a service 

with set policies 

Solution provided – Archivematica
● An integrated suite of open-source 
software tools that allows users to process 
digital objects from ingest to access in 
compliance with the ISO 14721-OAIS 
reference model.



E-Archiving in Airbus DS

The timeframe of the project was too 
short to do an official installation of 
Archivematica in Airbus Defence and 
Space Production environment. 
Therefore it was installed exceptionally 
in a test environment.

Archivematica is an Open Source 
Software. With several 1000 Archive 
Users at Airbus. We need a big 
company behind a solution to keep 
things running.

When we launched the eArchiving
project, we as Airbus Defence and 
Space had to take a decision what the 
future corporate archiving solution will 
be

Usage

The requirements from 
Archivematica/eArchiving project were added to 
the requirements dossier and to the statement 
of work for the Airbus Defence and Space 
corporate solution and supposed a big benefit 
for the corporate solution

Benefit



E-Archiving in Airbus DS

Archivematica may have been integrated in a 
company like Airbus. 

Archivematica would have  fulfilled the business 
needs , but due to the issue in regard of “open 
source” compared to the task Archivematica would 
have to fulfill as well as other security  constraints  
forced Airbus to take a different solution.

All groups had a good knowledge exchange: 
The restrictions in a defence industry were much higher than in cultural 
heritage institutions
All steps take longer in a big company like Airbus Defence and Space 
(e.g. rights for different infrastructure parts are separated and many
commands have to be processed by dedicated systems in order to be
executed)

Lessons 
Learned

Install corporate digital archiving 
solutions following OAIS in all Airbus 
Defence and Space core countries 
and interface all systems which 
contain records to be archived with 
the corporate archives in the 
dedicated countries and domains. 

Our 
strategy



Keep in touch

EU Spotify

ec.europa.eu/

europa.eu/

@EU_Commission

@EuropeanCommission

European Commission

europeancommission

@EuropeanCommission

EUTube

https://open.spotify.com/user/v7ra0as4ychfdatgcjt9nabh0?si=SEs1mANESea5kzyVy7HvDw
https://ec.europa.eu/
https://europa.eu/
https://twitter.com/eu_commission
https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanCommission
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-commission/
https://www.instagram.com/europeancommission/
https://medium.com/@EuropeanCommission
https://www.youtube.com/user/eutube
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